
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 

REGULAR MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY, April 12, 2021 AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

The City Council of the City of Natchitoches met in legal and regular session at the Natchitoches 

Council Chambers, 716 Second Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana on Monday, April 12, 2021 at 5:30 

p.m. 

There were present: 

Mayor Ronnie Williams  

Councilwoman At Large Betty Sawyer-Smith 

Councilman Eddie Harrington 

Councilman Dale Nielsen 

 Councilman Christopher Petite  

 Councilwoman Rosemary Elie 

  

Guests:  Cedric Floyd, President of Data Center, LLC 

Absent:  None 

 

Mayor Ronnie Williams called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for coming.  Pastor 

Altorio Holden, Sr., led the invocation and L.P. Vaughn Elementary Kindergarten class led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   

Mayor Williams then called for the reading and approval of the minutes for the March 22, 2021 

meeting. Councilwoman At Large Smith moved that we dispense with the reading of the minutes 

and approval of same.  Seconded by Councilman Eddie Harrington 

 

 A roll call vote was as follows:  

 

 Ayes:  Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

 Nays:  None 

 Absent: None 

 Abstain: None 
 

  



Guest Speaker Cedric Floyd spoke about reapportionment and redistricting.  He provided 

credentials for Data Center LLC.   2020 Census with be available in the next 90 days and Data 

Center would like to take care of the City of Natchitoches redistricting needs. After reviewing the 

census, a detailed report will be given and proposed guidelines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Petite and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as follows, 

to –wit: 

RESOLUTION NO. 025 OF 2021 

 

PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL 2021 AS  

FAIR HOUSING MONTH IN THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 

 

 

WHEREAS, the 53rd Anniversary of the National Fair Housing Law, Title VIII of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1968, during the month of April, is an occasion for all Americans - individually 

and collectively -  to rededicate themselves to the principle of freedom from housing 

discrimination whenever it exists; and 

 

WHEREAS, this law guarantees for each citizen the critical, personal element of freely 

choosing a home; and 

 

WHEREAS, a fair housing law has been passed by the State of Louisiana, and 

implementation of the law requires the positive commitment, involvement, and support of each of 

our citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, the department and agencies of the state of Louisiana are to provide 

leadership in the effort to make fair housing not just an idea, but an ideal for all our citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, barriers that diminish the rights and limit the options of any citizen to freely 

choose a home will ultimately diminish the rights and limit the options of all. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED I, Ronnie Williams, Mayor, and the 

Natchitoches City Council, hereby proclaim the month of April 2021, as  

 

FAIR HOUSING MONTH 

 

       in the City of Natchitoches. 

 

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Nielsen and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as 

follows, to –wit: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 026 OF 2021 
 

PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL 2021 AS NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE 

PREVENTION MONTH IN THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 

 

WHEREAS, National Child Abuse Prevention Month is an annual opportunity to raise 

awareness about issues surrounding child abuse and neglect and engage community members in 

the ongoing effort to keep children safe; and 

 

WHEREAS, CASA is one of a group of National Child Abuse Prevention Partner 

Organizations, selected by the Children’s Bureau to serve as partners in the national child abuse 

prevention initiative; and 

 

WHEREAS, the work of CASA and volunteers is crucial to preventing child abuse and 

ensuring that children live in safe and permanent environments where they can thrive; and 

 

WHEREAS, studies have indicated that children with a CASA volunteer are less likely to 

languish in long-term foster care, more likely to receive needed services and less likely to re-enter 

the foster care system; and 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse prevention requires partnerships among federal, state, and local 

governments, faith-based and community-based organizations, schools, law enforcement, social 

service agencies, parents; and 

 

WHEREAS, during National Child Abuse Prevention Month, and throughout the year, I 

encourage all citizens of Natchitoches to find ways to cherish our children, strengthen our families, 

work together to eliminate child abuse and neglect, and strive toward a shared dream in which 

every child is safe and happy. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, and the Natchitoches City Council, 

do hereby proclaim April 2021 as: 

 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 

in Natchitoches, and call upon all citizens to increase their participation in our efforts to prevent 

child abuse, which in turn will strengthen our community in which we live. 
 

 

 

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 

 



Iris Lily, advocate supervisor of CASA explained in detail the CASA program and the services 

they provide to the City of Natchitoches. Anyone can be a volunteer by visiting the CASA 

website or coming to their local office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as 

follows, to –wit: 

RESOLUTION NO. 027 OF 2021 

PROCLAMATION DECLARING THRUSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021 AS EARTH DAY 

IN THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES. 

WHEREAS, as we continue to deal with the ongoing COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic, 

we are reminded of the importance of maintaining a clean and healthy environment. The global 

community now faces extraordinary challenges, such as global health issues, and economic 

struggles; and 

WHEREAS, all people, regardless of race, gender, income, or geography, have a moral 

right to a healthy, sustainable environment with economic growth; and 

WHEREAS, enhancing and improving our green economy will require cooperation across 

all sectors of society.  We are all caretakers of our planet and have an obligation to combat climate 

change and environmental degradation to preserve the Earth’s beauty as well as its resources; and 

WHEREAS, a green economy can be achieved on the individual level through educational 

efforts, public policy, and consumer activism campaigns; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to broaden and diversify this global movement to achieve 

maximum success; and 

WHEREAS, this obligation extends not only to today’s caretakers but also to future 

generations who will inherit our planet.  April 22, 2021, marks the 51st Anniversary of Earth Day 

and the City of Natchitoches is committed to building on the successes we have achieved so far 

and look to support this issue of environmental protection through local activism and raising local 

awareness; and 

 FURTHERMORE, let it be known that the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana hereby 

encourages its residents, businesses and institutions to use EARTH DAY to celebrate the Earth 

and commit to building a sustainable and green economy.  

NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED, the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana hereby 

pledges Earth Day, Thursday, April 22, 2021, to support green economy initiatives in the City of 

Natchitoches and to encourage others to undertake similar actions. 

 

    Therefore, I, Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor 

          of the City of Natchitoches, do hereby proclaim 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 as 

“Earth Day” 

 

in the City of Natchitoches, and strongly encourage all citizens to join us in acknowledging this 

event and participate suitably in its observance. 

 



This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 
 

 



Natchitoches Parish 4-H agent Pam Pearce gave the history of 4-H.  They are servant leaders and 

for them Earth Day is every day. Natchitoches has the largest program in the state.   



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Mrs. Elie as 

follows, to-wit: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 014 OF 2021 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, THE RED RIVER WATERWAY 

COMMISSION AND THE NATCHITOCHES CONVENTION & VISTORS BUREAU 

TO PROMOTE THE USE OF THE RED RIVER FOR THE KINGKAT FISHING 

TOURNAMENT 

 
 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter referred to as the “City”) the 

Red River Waterway Commission (sometimes hereinafter referred to as the “Waterway 

Commission”), and the Natchitoches Convention & Vistors Bureau (sometimes hereinafter 

referred to as the “CVB”) are desirous of hosting the KingKat Fishing Tournament to be held on 

the Red River on November 4, 5 and 6, 2021, and has proposed that the City enter into an 

agreement titled Memorandum of Cooperative Endeavor between Red River Waterway 

Commission and City of Natchitoches and Natchitoches Convention & Visitors Bureau, a copy of 

which is attached hereto  (sometimes hereinafter referred to as "Agreement"); and 
 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the KingKat Fishing Tournament will draw fishermen, their 

families and fans to the City and Parish of Natchitoches for the tournament; and 
 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the tournament will have a strong economic impact on the 

Natchitoches community, benefitting local merchants, providers of services and increasing tax 

revenues to the City and Parish of Natchitoches; and 
 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the tournament will provide publicity to the City of 

Natchitoches, Louisiana promoting the City of Natchitoches as a destination for tourism as well as 

recreation; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, having reviewed the attached Agreement, and being of the 

opinion that the tournament will have a positive effect and will benefit the City of Natchitoches, 

the City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to authorize the Mayor to execute the 

agreement on behalf of the City; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches, in legal session convened, does hereby authorize, empower, and direct the 

Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, to execute the "Agreement”, between the City of 

Natchitoches, the Waterway Commission and the “CVB” wherein the City agrees to host the 

KingKat fishing tournament in Natchitoches Parish to be held November 4, 5 and 6, 2021, and 

further agrees to those obligations set forth in the attached Agreement. 

 

 THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on March 22, 2021 and published in the 

Natchitoches Times on March 25, 2021. 

 

 

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 



The following Ordinance introduced by Mrs. Smith and seconded by Mr. Nielsen as follows, to-wit:   

ORDINANCE NO. 015 OF 2021   

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2020-2021 BUDGET TO REFLECT ADDITIONAL REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES 

  

WHEREAS, in accordance with L.R.S. 39:1305, the following specifies the Mayor's authority to make budgetary 

amendments without approval of the governing authority, as well as those powers reserved solely to the 

governing authority.  

The Home Rule Charter of the City of Natchitoches states in part "…at any time during the fiscal year the Mayor 

may transfer part or all of any unencumbered appropriation balance among programs within a department, 

office or agency request by the Mayor, the Council may by ordinance transfer part or all of any unencumbered 

appropriation balance from one department, office, or agency to another..."(Section 5.05 D) Supplemental, 

emergency, and reductions in appropriations must be submitted to the Council for approval by ordinance. 

(Section 5.05 A-C) 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following budgets be amended to reflect these additional revenues 

and expenditures as follows: 

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

Utility Revenue Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

002-0000-460-0903 MISCELLANEOUS - 

VERIZON 

 $                 

38,000.00  

 $             2,250.00   $             40,250.00  

002-0000-461-0101 UTILITY/ELECTRIC 

SALES - PUBLIC 

 $           

23,321,072.00  

 $      

(1,225,000.00) 

 $       

22,096,072.00  

002-0000-461-0301 UTILITY/WATER SALES  $             

4,000,000.00  

 $          287,000.00   $         

4,287,000.00  

002-0000-461-0305 UTILITY/ BULK WATER 

SALES 

 $                   

6,500.00  

 $             1,500.00   $               8,000.00  

002-0000-461-0306 UTILITY/DEPT OF 

HEALTH AND 

HOSPITALS 

 $                 

80,000.00  

 $           11,000.00   $             91,000.00  

002-0000-461-0307 UTILITY/WATER SALES 

- MUNICIPAL 

 $                 

19,500.00  

 $             3,000.00   $             22,500.00  

002-0000-461-0308 UTILITY/WATER LINE 

LEASE 

 $                   

1,500.00  

 $            (1,500.00)  $                        -    

002-0000-461-0501 UTILITY/SEWER SALES  $             

2,166,000.00  

 $          110,000.00   $         

2,276,000.00  



002-0000-462-0300 PENALTY  $               

350,000.00  

 $          

(50,000.00) 

 $            300,000.00  

002-0000-462-0700 TAMPERING FEES  $                            

-    

 $             1,000.00   $               1,000.00  

002-0000-481-0300 MISCELLANEOUS 

INCOME - BAD DEBTS 

RECOVERED 

 $                   

2,400.00  

 $             8,500.00   $             10,900.00  

002-0000-482-0000 MISCELLANEOUS 

INCOME - INTEREST 

 $               

105,000.00  

 $          

(50,000.00) 

 $             55,000.00  

002-000-481-0073 TRANSFER IN - FROM 

UTILITY CLECO 

 $                            

-    

 $          525,000.00   $            525,000.00  

  TOTAL REVENUE  $        

30,089,972.00  

 $      (377,250.00)  $    29,712,722.00  

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

Utility Expense Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

002-6300-630-1002 WAGES AND SALARIES 

- ELECTRICITY-

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 $               

109,954.00  

 $          

(10,000.00) 

 $             99,954.00  

002-6300-630-1051 WAGES AND SALARIES 

- SEPARATION 

 $                 

22,540.00  

 $          

(22,540.00) 

 $                        -    

002-6400-640-1051 WAGES AND SALARIES 

- SEPARATION 

 $                 

24,336.00  

 $          

(24,336.00) 

 $                        -    

002-6401-640-1042 WAGES AND SALARIES 

- NON 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 $                 

42,493.00  

 $          

(15,000.00) 

 $             27,493.00  

002-6401-640-1009 WAGES AND SALARIES 

- PART TIME 

 $                   

8,900.00  

 $            (8,900.00)  $                        -    

002-6401-640-1113 GROUP HEALTH 

INSURANCE 

 $                 

19,270.00  

 $            (9,000.00)  $             10,270.00  

  PERSONNEL COSTS  $             

227,493.00  

 $        (89,776.00)  $         137,717.00  

          

Utility Expense 2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

    Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 



002-6401-640-3068 COVID 19-VIRUS  $                   

2,500.00  

 $            (2,500.00)  $                        -    

002-6600-660-3598 INTEREST & PENALTIES  $                   

3,600.00  

 $            (3,600.00)  $                        -    

  TOTAL OPERATING 

COST 

 $                          

6,100.00  

 $                

(6,100.00) 

 $                                  

-    

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

Utility Expenses Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

002-6600-660-4501 TO GENERAL FUND  $             

4,721,000.00  

 $        

(400,000.00) 

 $         

4,321,000.00  

002-6600-660-4571 CAPITAL PROJECTS  $               

100,000.00  

 $          100,000.00   $            200,000.00  

002-6300-630-9002 GENERATOR-SEWER  $                            

-    

 $          525,000.00    

  TOTAL TRANSFERS  $                 

4,821,000.00  

 $             

225,000.00  

 $            

4,521,000.00  

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

General Fund Revenue Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

001-0000-417-0000 FIRE INSURANCE  $                 

70,000.00  

 $             3,500.00   $             73,500.00  

001-0000-444-0000 DEMOLITION/GRASS 

CUTTING 

 $                   

5,000.00  

 $                850.00   $               5,850.00  

001-0000-460-0200 RECREATION 

FACILITIES 

 $                 

10,500.00  

 $             6,500.00   $             17,000.00  

001-0000-460-0205 SKY BOX  $                   

1,000.00  

 $            (1,000.00)  $                        -    

001-0000-481-0000 MISCELLANEOUS 

INCOME 

 $                 

20,000.00  

 $          

(12,000.00) 

 $               8,000.00  

001-0000-481-0800 DONATIONS / FUND 

RAISING 

 $                 

15,000.00  

 $            (7,500.00)  $               7,500.00  

001-0000-481-3200 CARES ACT  $                 

58,750.00  

 $       

1,272,264.00  

 $         

1,331,014.00  

001-0000-482-0000 INTEREST  $               

121,720.00  

 $          

(50,000.00) 

 $             71,720.00  



001-0000-491-0200 TRANSFER IN - UTILITY 

FUND 

 $             

4,721,000.00  

 $        

(400,000.00) 

 $         

4,321,000.00  

001-0000-491-0996 HAZARD TAX  $             

1,264,000.00  

 $        

(346,000.00) 

 $            918,000.00  

001-0000-491-1200 SALES TAX-POLICE  $             

1,782,000.00  

 $        

(500,000.00) 

 $         

1,282,000.00  

     $                 

8,068,970.00  

 $             

(33,386.00) 

 $            

8,035,584.00  

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

General Fund Expenses Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

001-5000-500-1051 WAGES AND SALARIES 

- SEPARATION 

 $                 

10,000.00  

 $          

(10,000.00) 

 $                        -    

001-5000-500-1113 HEALTH INSURANCE  $                 

56,532.00  

 $          

(15,000.00) 

 $             41,532.00  

001-5000-500-2502 ELECTRIC  $                   

1,000.00  

 $            (1,000.00)  $                        -    

001-5000-500-3067 COVID 19  $                   

4,300.00  

 $            (4,203.00)  $                   97.00  

001-5100-500-3068 COVID 19  $                   

5,000.00  

 $            (4,891.00)  $                  109.00  

001-5103-500-3068 COVID 19  $                   

2,500.00  

 $            (2,500.00)  $                        -    

001-5104-500-3068 COVID 19  $                   

2,500.00  

 $            (2,500.00)  $                        -    

001-5104-500-3561 RENTALS/BLDG/LAND 

FACILITY 

 $                 

12,000.00  

 $            (6,000.00)  $               6,000.00  

001-5106-500-3068 COVID 19  $                     

750.00  

 $              (750.00)  $                        -    

001-5200-520-1051 SEPARATION PAY  $                 

40,688.00  

 $          

(40,688.00) 

 $                        -    

001-5300-520-1001 WAGES & SALARIES   $               

176,467.00  

 $          

(35,000.00) 

 $            141,467.00  

001-5300-530-1002 NON ADMINISTRATIVE  $             

1,641,561.00  

 $          

(95,000.00) 

 $         

1,546,561.00  

001-5300-530-1051 SEPARATION PAY  $                 

14,095.00  

 $          

(14,095.00) 

 $                        -    



001-5401-540-1002 NON ADMINISTRATIVE  $             

2,428,832.00  

 $          

(95,000.00) 

 $         

2,333,832.00  

001-5401-540-2502 ELECTRIC  $                 

24,000.00  

 $            (5,500.00)  $             18,500.00  

001-5401-540-3068 COVID 19  $                 

14,000.00  

 $            (5,368.00)  $               8,632.00  

001-5401-540-3070 MAJOR STORM 

EXPENSE 

 $                 

10,220.00  

 $            (5,900.00)  $               4,320.00  

001-5501-550-1051 SEPARATION PAY  $                 

10,866.00  

 $          

(10,866.00) 

 $                        -    

001-5501-550-2502 ELECTRIC  $                   

9,500.00  

 $            (2,500.00)  $               7,000.00  

001-5600-550-1051 SEPARATION PAY  $                   

3,500.00  

 $            (3,500.00)  $                        -    

001-5602-560-2624 MAINTENANCE 

CONTRACTS 

 $                   

9,000.00  

 $            (9,000.00)  $                        -    

001-5604-560-1009 PART TIME  $                 

29,200.00  

 $            (5,500.00)  $             23,700.00  

001-5606-560-2006 CONTRACTUAL 

SERVICES 

 $                 

15,000.00  

 $          

(15,000.00) 

 $                        -    

001-5606-560-3066 SPORTS TRAVEL  $                   

7,500.00  

 $            (7,500.00)  $                        -    

001-5606-560-3514 DIXIE YOUTH  $               

110,000.00  

 $        

(110,000.00) 

 $                        -    

001-5000-500-0001 TRANSFER OUT TO 

PARC NATCHITOCHES 

FUND 99 

 $                            

-    

 $          200,000.00   $            200,000.00  

  TOTAL  $                 

4,639,011.00  

 $           

(307,261.00) 

 $            

4,331,750.00  

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

Capital Improve/Streets Expenses Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

072-0000-591-1009 PART TIME WAGES  $                            

-    

 $           24,195.00   $             24,195.00  

072-0000-591-1013 SAFETY AWARDS  $                            

-    

 $                270.00   $                  270.00  



072-0000-591-1050 OVERTIME  $                            

-    

 $                225.00   $                  225.00  

072-0000-591-3001 OFFICE SUPPLIES  $                            

-    

 $                 20.00   $                   20.00  

  TOTAL  $                                       

-    

 $                

24,710.00  

 $                  

24,710.00  

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

UTILITY IMPROVE/CLECO Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

073-0000-591-9002 TRANSFER TO UTILITY  $                            

-    

 $          525,000.00   $            525,000.00  

     $                                       

-    

 $             

525,000.00  

 $                

525,000.00  

          

          

          

    2020-2021 2020-2021 2020-2021 

PARC NATCHITOCHES REVENUE Original Budget Adjustments Revised Budget 

099-0000-440-0001 TRANSFER IN GENERAL 

FUND 

 $                            

-    

 $          200,000.00   $            200,000.00  

     $                                       

-    

 $             

200,000.00  

 $                

200,000.00  

     

THIS ORDINANCE was 

introduced on March 

22, 2021 and 

published in the 

Natchitoches Times on 

March 25, 2021 

    

     

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public 

hearing had on same, 

 



was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote 

was recorded as follows: 

   

     

                    AYES:                 Elie, Nielsen, Smith, 

Harrington, Petite 

   

                    NAYES:              

None 

    

                    ABSENT:           

None 

    

                    ABSTAIN:         

None 

    

     

THEREUPON,  Mayor Ronnie Williams declared the Ordinance passed 

by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0  

  

Nays this 12th day of 

April, 2021. 

    

     

_______________________                                                                      

________________________________ 

  

Ronnie Williams, Jr., MAYOR                                                                                          Betty 

Smith, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

 

     

     

Delivered to the Mayor on the 13th day of April 

at 10:00 a.m.  

   

     

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Petite and Seconded by Mrs. Elie as follows, to-

wit: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 016 OF 2021 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES ENTERING INTO AN EMPLOYMENT 

CONTRACT WITH SPECIAL COUNSEL AND FURTHER 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., 

TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED EMPLOYMENT 

CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4.02 of the Charter of the City of Natchitoches, State of 

Louisiana (The “City”), Ronnie Williams Jr., the Mayor of the City (the “Mayor”) has appointed 

STAG LIUZZA, L.L.C., ALVENDIA, KELLY AND DEMAREST, LLC, SPEARS & SPEARS, 

LLC; TAYLOR TOWNSEND ATTORNEY AT LAW and WASHINGTON & WELLS LAW 

FIRM to serve as Special Counsel (hereinafter, collectively “Special Counsel”) for the purpose of 

providing legal services related to the filing and litigation of a civil action for damages against 

opioid manufacturers and distributors, and the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, acting as 

the governing authority of the City (the “Governing Authority”) confirms such appointment by 

the adoption of the following Ordinance No. 016 of 2021, dated April 12, 2021; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City and Special Counsel have negotiated and agreed upon the terms and 

form of Contract to Employ Special Counsel (sometimes hereinafter referred to as (the 

“Employment Contract” or “Agreement”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Employment Contract is attached hereto as EXHIBIT “A” in its general 

form, subject to such non-substantive changes as may be necessary at the Mayor’s discretion, and 

the Governing Authority desires to approve the Employment Contract and to further authorize the 

Mayor to execute same on behalf of the City; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority has reviewed the Employment Contract, approves 

the form and substance of same, and desires to authorize and direct the Mayor to execute said 

Employment Contract on behalf of the City and thereby bind and obligate the City to the terms 

thereof. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches, acting as the Governing Authority thereof, in legal session convened, that does it 

hereby authorize, empower, and direct the Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, to execute the 

attached Employment Contract, entitled “Contract to Employ Attorney,” between the City of 

Natchitoches and Special Counsel. 

 

 THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on March 22, 2021 and published in the 

Natchitoches Times on March 25, 2021. 



 

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

 
  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

_______________________________      ______________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR    BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 13th day of April, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. 

  



EXHIBIT “A” 

Contract to Employ Special Counsel 

 

The City of Natchitoches represented by MAYOR RONNIE WILLIAMS. JR. (hereinafter the 

“Client”) hereby enters into this agreement (the “Employment Contract” or “Agreement”) and 

retains STAG LIUZZA, L.L.C., ALVENDIA, KELLY AND DEMAREST, LLC, SPEARS & 

SPEARS, LLC; TAYLOR TOWNSEND ATTORNEY AT LAW and WASHINGTON & WELLS 

LAW FIRM (hereinafter collectively, the “Special Counsel”) for the purpose of providing legal 

services related to the filing and litigation of a civil action for damages (hereinafter the “Client’s 

Claims”) against opioid manufacturers and distributors (hereinafter the “Defendant(s)”). 

 

 The Special Counsel does not represent the Client with regard to any other matters.  If the 

Client engages the Special Counsel for any related or additional matters, those matters will be 

described in a separate engagement letter or in a written supplement to this letter.  The Client 

acknowledges that Special Counsel are not tax, bankruptcy, or local or municipal governance legal 

experts, and if these services are requested or required by or on behalf of the Client, and if the 

Special Counsel agrees to provide or advance the cash payments necessary to retain legal counsel 

for said supplemental legal services, then any resulting attorney fees and expenses will be in 

addition to the attorney fees and expenses set out herein. 

 

 The Special Counsel are not the attorneys for any officials, officers, agents, employees, 

attorneys, or consultants of the Client regarding this matter, and shall not become so unless the 

Special Counsel specifically agree in the future in writing to undertake such representation.  The 

Special Counsel will confer, as needed, with such persons to perform the services specified in this 

Agreement, but no attorney-client relationship shall be created with such persons merely because 

the Special Counsel work with and/or request or receive information from any such persons in the 

course of their representation of the Client. 

 

The Client specifically authorizes the Special Counsel to undertake negotiations and/or file 

suit or institute legal proceedings necessary on the Client’s behalf.  The Client further authorizes 

the Special Counsel to retain and employ the services of any experts, as well as the services of 

other outside contractors, as the Special Counsel deem necessary or expedient in representing the 

interests of the Client. 

 

 The Client has disclosed all potential adverse parties to the Special Counsel, and neither 

the Special Counsel nor the Client perceive any conflict of interest in the Special Counsel 

undertaking this engagement on behalf of the Client.  In the event that either the Client or the 

Special Counsel, during the course of the representation, receive information indicating that a 

potential conflict of interest may develop or exist, the Client and the Special Counsel agree to bring 

such information to the immediate attention of the other, and the Special Counsel shall proceed to 

take such steps as may be appropriate in the circumstances. 

 

The Special Counsel agrees to diligently institute and prosecute the Client’s Claims to 

determination in the appropriate court and make all reasonable and necessary efforts to collect any 

judgment that may be rendered therein in the Client’s favor.  In the event of a judgment unfavorable 

to the Client in said court, Special Counsel will, if in their sole opinion good grounds exist, appeal 

said cause to the appropriate court of appeals and prosecute same to a final determination therein. 

 

 

1. ATTORNEYS’ FEES. As compensation for legal services, the Client agrees to pay the 

Special Counsel, as follows: 

 

 The maximum contingent attorneys’ fees for the representation in question shall be paid at 

the sole option of the Special Counsel the higher of (i) the sums set forth in this paragraph under 

Option ONE: Fees Set by Courts of Agreement with Defendants or (ii) the sums set forth in this 

paragraph under Option TWO: Contingency Fee. 



OPTION ONE: Fees Set by Court or by Agreement with Defendants 

 

In the event that Special Counsel for the Client are able to affect a cash settlement of the claim(s) 

either by demand, conference, mediation, arbitration, negotiation, suit, complaint, petition or other 

manner or obtain a final definitive judgment and payment of the judgment, Special Counsel for 

the Client are to receive as compensation for their services, reimbursement of reasonable expenses, 

as well as one the following: 

 

a. The total sum of attorneys’ fees awarded by the Court. 

b. The total sum of attorneys’ fees agreed to be paid by the settling Defendant(s) in 

the event of a settlement. 

 

OPTION TWO: Contingency Fee 

 

In the event that Special Counsel for the Client are able to affect a cash settlement of the claim(s) 

either by demand, conference, mediation, arbitration, negotiation, suit, complaint, petition or other 

manner or obtain a final definitive judgment and payment of the judgment, Special Counsel for 

the Client are to receive as compensation for their services, reimbursement of reasonable expenses, 

as well as one the following: 

 

a. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the first ten million dollars of recovery; twenty 

percent (20%) of any funds in excess of ten million dollars and less than twenty 

million dollars; and fifteen percent (15%) of any funds in excess of twenty 

million dollars. 

 

b. If a settlement with Defendant(s) is achieved which includes a non-cash 

component or no cash payment at all (e.g. specific performance, injunctive 

relief, restitution, trust fund, etc.), then the Client consents, agrees, 

acknowledges and fully understands that (1) Special Counsel for the Client are 

entitled to seek payment of all fees and expenses earned and owed by the Client 

from the settling Defendant(s), in an amount determined by a Court or as agreed 

to be paid by Defendant(s), (2) Special Counsel for the Client may seek fees 

from a Court or Defendant(s) based upon the amount of the value of the non-

cash benefits to the Client, in addition to receiving the contingency fee on any 

cash payment made to the Client, as provided herein at Section a. 

 

The Client acknowledges that multiple lawsuits have been filed relating to costs and 

damages incurred by governmental entities related to the manufacture and distribution of opioids. 

The Client acknowledges that these suits, including any suit for the Client’s Claims, might be 

removed to a federal court as part of multi-district litigation.  Further, the Client acknowledges 

that the court governing the multi-district litigation might appoint committees of attorneys to 

litigate common issues of law and fact to facilitate the resolution of those lawsuits for common 

benefit of all claimants, including the Client. As a result, the Client might be obliged to pay from 

any Gross Amount Recovered a share of its recovery to satisfy an assessment of common benefit 

fees, costs, and expenses in an amount as determined by the court. 

 

“Gross amount recovered” herein means principal, interest, penalties, punitive damages, 

treble damages, attorney’s fees, and all other amounts recovered, including the value of any 

structured settlement, future payments, or other relief achieved, whether by settlement, judgment 

or otherwise.  

 

Neither the Special Counsel nor the Client shall have the right, without the written consent 

of the other, to settle, compromise, release, discontinue, or otherwise dispose of the Client’s 

Claims. 

 

2. COSTS AND EXPENSES.  In addition to paying Special Counsel’ fees, the Client agrees 

to reimburse all costs and expenses, as set forth herein, which, in the event of a successful, 



sufficient recovery, shall be deducted from the Client’s share of that recovery.  Special Counsel 

shall advance all litigation expenses on behalf of Client, and Client shall not be responsible for 

incurring or reimbursing costs of the litigation even if the amount of recovery is less than the costs 

incurred.  Client shall only reimburse litigation costs or expenses in the event of a recovery by 

settlement or judgment.  If no recovery is made, Special Counsel shall bear all unreimbursed costs 

and expenses incurred, and client shall not be liable for any such costs or expenses incurred by 

Special Counsel.  Further, if recovery is insufficient to fully reimburse litigation costs, Special 

Counsel shall bear, and Client shall not be liable for, all costs in excess of the amount of 

recovery. Special Counsel also agree that if any costs or reimbursement of costs are assessed 

against Client by the Court, whether through order or judgment, Special Counsel will be 

responsible for said costs and that the only instance in which Client shall be responsible for the 

payment of any costs is in the event of a recovery by settlement or collection of judgment, if any, 

received because of this litigation. Subject to the foregoing terms, the Client agrees to reimburse 

the Special Counsel’ litigation costs and expenses upon receipt of any settlement funds or collected 

judgment. 

  

The Special Counsel shall have the right and authority, without prior approval of the Client, 

to incur such litigation costs and expenses as may be necessary or advisable in furtherance of 

Client’s Claims. Litigation costs and expenses may include (but are not limited to) the following: 

filing fees; deposition costs; expert witness fees; transcript costs; witness fees; subpoena costs; 

sheriff’s and service of process fees; trial consultant fees; mock trial costs; shadow jury fees; 

mediation fees; court costs; trial exhibit costs; copy costs; photographic, electronic or digital 

evidence production or presentation; investigation fees; travel expenses; and any other case-

specific expenses directly related to the representation undertaken. Additionally, the Client 

specifically authorizes the Special Counsel to charge as recoverable costs such items such as: 

computer legal research charges (e.g. Westlaw and/or Lexis); long distance telephone expenses; 

postage charges; Federal Express, UPS, and other delivery service charges; internal photocopying 

at a rate of $ .30 per page; facsimile costs at a rate of $ .25 per page; and mileage and outside 

courier charges, all of which must be incurred solely for the purposes of the representation 

undertaken. Finally, the Client acknowledges that Client will not be charged costs and expenses 

for any overhead costs of the Special Counsel’ practice, including office rent; utility costs; charges 

for local telephone service; office supplies; fixed asset expenses; and ordinary secretarial and staff 

services. 

 

 

3. NO GUARANTEE. The Client acknowledges that the Special Counsel have made no 

promise or guarantee regarding the outcome of my legal matter.  The Client acknowledges that the 

Client’s Claims may be subject to defenses that could lead to dismissal before, at, or after trial, 

and no recovery. The Client further acknowledge that the Special Counsel shall have the right to 

cancel this agreement and withdraw from this matter if, in the Special Counsel’ professional 

opinion, the matter does not have merit, the Client does not have a reasonably good possibility of 

recovery, the Client refuses to follow the recommendations of the Special Counsel, the Client fails 

to abide by the terms of this agreement, the Client fails to provide requested information or to 

produce witnesses to appear for deposition or trial, if the Special Counsel’ continued representation 

would result in a violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct, or at any other time as permitted 

under the Rules of Professional Conduct.  No guarantee or representation has been made to the 

Client as to what type or amount of recovery, if any, may be expected on the Client’s Claims.The 

Special Counsel have the right to withdraw from this representation after giving reasonable notice.  

If the Special Counsel resign, are discharged, or are disqualified or otherwise cease to serve as the 

Client’s legal counsel prior to a settlement or final judgment, then the withdrawing, discharged, or 

disqualified Special Counsel shall receive as compensation for services reasonable fees based on 

all of the facts and circumstances of its representation. 

 

4. ELECTRONIC DATA COMMUNICATION AND STORAGE. In the interest of 

facilitating our services to the Client, the Special Counsel may communicate by facsimile 

transmission, send data over the internet, store electronic data via computer software applications 

hosted remotely on the internet, or allow access to data through third-party vendors’ secured 



portals or clouds. Electronic data that is confidential to the Client may be transmitted or stored 

using these methods. The Special Counsel may use third-party service providers to store or 

transmit this data. In using these data communication and storage methods, the Special Counsel 

employ measures designed to maintain data security. The Special Counsel will use reasonable 

efforts to keep such communications and data access secure in accordance with the Special 

Counsel’ obligations under applicable laws and professional standards. The Special Counsel also 

require all of the Special Counsel’ third-party vendors to do the same.  However, the Client 

acknowledges that some information transmitted to the Special Counsel will be public records, 

and the Client has no expectation that public records will be confidential. 

 

 Client acknowledges that the Special Counsel have no control over the unauthorized 

interception or breach of any communications or data once it has been sent or has been subject to 

unauthorized access, notwithstanding all reasonable security measures employed by us or our 

third-party vendors, and the Client consents to our use of these electronic devices and applications 

and submission of confidential client information to third-party service providers during this 

engagement. 

 

5. PRIVILEGE.  The Client acknowledges that this contract is intended to and does hereby 

assign, transfer, set over, and deliver unto the Special Counsel as its fee for representation of the 

Client in this matter an interest in the claim(s), the proceeds, or any recovery therefrom under the 

terms and conditions aforesaid, in accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 

37:218, and that the Special Counsel shall have the privilege afforded by Louisiana Revised Statute 

9:5001. 

 

6. LOUISIANA LAW.  This contract shall be governed by Louisiana law.  It contains the 

entire and complete understanding between the parties and can only be modified by written 

amendment signed by all parties. 

 

7. TERMINATION OF REPRESENTATION.  The Client acknowledges that the Client 

has the right to terminate the representation upon written notice to that effect. The Client 

acknowledges that Client will be responsible for any fees or costs incurred prior to the discharge 

or termination, based on all of the facts and circumstances deemed relevant by Louisiana statutory 

law or jurisprudence, including the risk taken by the Special Counsel in accepting Client’s legal 

representation on a contingency fee basis. 

 

The Client agrees to cooperate with Special Counsel and to comply with all reasonable 

requests of Special Counsel. The Client warrants and represents to the Special Counsel that all 

information the Client has provided to, or will in the future provide to, the Special Counsel 

regarding the Client’s Claim is true and correct to the best of the Client’s knowledge, information, 

and belief. 

 

At the conclusion of this matter, the Special Counsel will retain the Client’s legal files for 

a period of five (5) years after the Special Counsel close their files. At the expiration of the five-

year period, the Special Counsel may destroy these files unless the Client notifies the Special 

Counsel in writing that the Client wishes to take possession of the files. The Special Counsel 

reserve the right to charge administrative fees and costs associated with retrieving, copying, and 

delivering such files.  

 

8. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  The undersigned Client Representative has read this 

agreement, a copy of which he has received, in its entirety and he agrees to and understands the 

terms and conditions set forth herein. The Client acknowledges that there are no other terms or 

oral agreements existing between the Special Counsel and the Client. This agreement may not be 

amended or modified in any way without the prior written consent of the Special Counsel and the 

Client. 

 

9. AUTHORITY.  The Client acknowledges having been advised to and given the full 

opportunity to obtain independent representation in the making of this agreement and voluntarily 



entering into this agreement after such opportunity.  The Client representative signing below 

represents that the Client enters into this agreement with proper authorization and approval under 

state law and Parish ordinances, and that the Client representative is specifically authorized to 

execute this agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Signature page to follow] 

 

 

 

 

  



EFFECT OF SIGNING 

 

The Client understands that this is a binding legal document.  The Client further 

understands that this Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall 

be deemed an original, but all of which together shall be deemed to be one and the same agreement. 

A signed copy of this Agreement delivered by facsimile, e-mail, or other means of electronic 

transmission shall be deemed to have the same legal effect as delivery of an original signed copy 

of this Agreement. 

 

The undersigned represent that they are authorized to enter into this Employment Contract. 

The undersigned acknowledge they have read and understand all terms set forth herein. By affixing 

their signatures below, the Parties evidence their intent to be bound hereto. 

 

 

________________________________ ______________________________________ 

Date                   City of Natchitoches                                                 

         

  

________________________________ _______________________________________   

Date                                  Stag Liuzza, L.L.C. 

 

 

________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Date Roderick Alvendia of Alvendia, Kelly, and 

Demarest, L.L.C. 

 

 

________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Date      Washington & Wells Law Firm 

 

 

________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Date      Spears & Spears, L.L.C. 

 

________________________________    _______________________________________ 

Date      Taylor Townsend 

 

 

 

 
 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as 

follows, to-wit: 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 017 OF 2021 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 002 

OF 2021 TO CORRECT A TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR 

CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION FROM B-2 

TO B-3, FOR SAID TRACT OWNED BY BRAXTON 

KEYSER, LLC, AND FURTHER PROVIDING FOR THE 

FIXING OF A PUBLIC HEARING, ADVERTISEMENT, AND 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE 

ORDINANCE. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches adopted Ordinance Number 2 of 2021 by vote on 

February 22, 2021, which said Ordinance provided for the annexation of a tract of land owned by 

Braxton Keyser, LLC, said tract situated in Section 32, Township 9 North, Range 7 West; and 

 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, Braxton Keyser, LLC, requested that the property by assigned 

a zoning classification of B-3 and this zoning was approved by the Director of Planning and 

Zoning; and 

 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, Section 4 of Ordinance 2 of 2021 proving for a zoning 

classification of B-2, which said designation was a typographical error, as a B-3 zoning 

classification was requested and approved; and 

 

  WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to correct 

the typographical error that is present in Section 4 of Ordinance Number 2 of 2021 and provide 

for a zoning classification of B-3 as was intended; and 

 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, to correct the error, the City Council desires to amend Section 

4 of Ordinance Number 2 of 2021 to provide as follows: 

 

 “Section 4.  Be it further ordained by the City Council that the above described property 

be and it is hereby annexed into the corporate limits of the City of Natchitoches, with a zoning 

classification of B-3.” 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, in 

legal session assembled, as follows: 

 

 That Section 4 of Ordinance Number 2 of 2021 is hereby amended and corrected to read 

as follows, to-wit: 

 

 “Section 4.  Be it further ordained by the City Council that the above described property 

be and it is hereby annexed into the corporate limits of the City of Natchitoches, with a zoning 

classification of B-3.” 

  

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on March 22, 2021 and published in the 

Natchitoches Times on March 25, 2021. 

 

 

 

 



The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

 

 

 

 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

_______________________________      ______________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR    BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

 

Delivered to the Mayor on the 13th day of April, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. 

 
 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Harrington at the April 12, 2021 City Council 

meeting as follows: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 018 OF 2021 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE 

CITY OF NATCHITOCHES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

JUNE 1, 2021 THROUGH MAY 31, 2022 

 

WHEREAS, the fiscal year of the City of Natchitoches is from June 1 through May 31 of 

each year; and 

 

WHEREAS, a budget has been prepared by the Finance Director, Debbie Miley, and has 

been submitted by the Mayor, Ronnie Williams, Jr., to the City Council for review and 

consideration; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained that the Natchitoches City Council does hereby 

adopt the budget for the fiscal year June 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022. 

 

CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 2021 - 22 FY 

 

 

 General Fund      $ 17,925,695.00 

 Proprietary Fund  (Utility)   $ 35,858,391.00 

 Special and Capital Project Funds  $ 15,351,025.00 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, in accordance with L.R.S. 39:1305, the following 

specifies the Mayor’s authority to make budgetary amendments without approval of the governing 

authority, as well as those powers reserved solely to the governing authority: 

 

The Home Rule Charter of the City of Natchitoches states in part “… 

at any time during the fiscal year the Mayor may transfer part or all of any 

unencumbered appropriation balance among programs within a department, 

office, or agency. Upon written request by the Mayor, the Council may by 

ordinance transfer part or all of any unencumbered appropriation balance 

from one department, office, or agency to another…” (Section 5.05 D) 

Supplemental, emergency, and reductions of appropriations must be 

submitted to the Council for approval by Ordinance. (Section 5.05 A-C) 

 

  



Debbie Miley stated the overall budget is about 8.8% less than last year. Cost 

of living increase of 2% is still in the budget as well as the Safety Check from 

November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mrs. Elie at the April 12, 2021 City Council 

meeting as follows: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 020 OF 2021 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 

OF NATCHITOCHES TO AWARD   

THE BID FOR THE LWCF GRANT IMPROVEMENTS AT PARC NATCHITOCHES 

 

(BID NO. 0614) 

 

 WHEREAS, Resolution No.021 of 2021 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council on 

March 8, 2021 authorizing the Mayor to advertise for bids for the LWCF Grant Improvements at 

Parc Natchitoches (Bid No. 0614); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) program promotes broad-

scope outdoor recreation, ranging from land acquisition to development of park facilities and is 

funding a significant portion of the cost; and   

 

 WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on, March 11, March 18, 

and March 25, 2021 in accordance with law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, one bid proposal was received and opened as follows: 

 

(1) DSW Construction, LLC 

Natchitoches, LA .............................................................................$557,775.00 

 

 

        WHEREAS, on April 6, 2021 the appointed committee of Debbie Miley, Finance Director; 

Edd Lee, Director of Purchasing; Kevin Warner, Recreation Director and Dale Nielsen, 

Councilman, reviewed the bid proposal for bids for the LWCF Grant Improvements at Parc 

Natchitoches (Bid No. 0614); and 

 

WHEREAS, the above appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City 

award the bid to the only bidder DSW Construction, LLC in the amount of $557,775.00.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., 

Mayor, is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to sign any and all documents necessary for 

acceptance of this bid. 
 



Randy LaCaze explained in details of the LWCF grant.  Three sets of playground equipment will 

be installed along with restrooms at Parc Natchitoches.  



 

The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen at the April 12, 2021 City Council 

meeting as follows: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 021 OF 2021 
 

AN ORDINANCE  AUTHORIZING  THE MAYOR OF THE 

CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA, TO ENTER INTO 

AN AMENDED COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR 

AGREEMENT WITH NATCHITOCHES HISTORIC 

FOUNDATION, WHICH WILL PROVIDE TO THE 

RELOCATION OF THE ROQUE HOUSE, PROVIDE FOR 

THE COMPLETION OF THE DOWNTOWN RIVERWALK,  

PROVIDE FOR THE LEASE OF THE GROUND UPON 

WHICH THE ROQUE HOUSE IS TO BE RELOCATED, AND 

PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF THE FACILITIES BY THE 

PARTIES, PROVIDING FOR ADVERTISING, FURTHER 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND FURTHER 

PROVIDING FOR A REPEALER AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

OF ORDINANCE. 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter referred to as the “City”) is 

a Municipality located in the State of Louisiana, Parish of Natchitoches governed under a Home 

Rule Charter and a Code of Ordinances adopted by Ordinance No. 5 of 1977; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City of Natchitoches is specifically authorized under Section 

1.06 of the Charter of the City of Natchitoches to provide for the general welfare, safety, health, 

peace and good order of the City, and further authorized under Section 1.07 of the Charter of the 

City of Natchitoches to enter into Joint Service Agreements or Cooperative Efforts with other 

governmental agencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Natchitoches Historic Foundation (sometimes hereinafter “NHF”) is the 

owner of the Roque House which is currently located on property owned by the City on the right 

descending bank of Cane River Lake; and  

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the Roque House was located on property owned by the City 

pursuant to an unwritten agreement between the NHF, or its predecessor, and the City which 

agreement had the goal of preserving the historically important Roque House and also making the 

Roque House available to the public as an educational tool and a tourist attraction; and  

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, acknowledging the cultural, architectural and historical 

significance of the Roque House and being of the opinion that it was important to authorize and 

enable the continued location of the Roque House on the bank of Cane River Lake where it serves 

as a educational tool and tourist attraction the City and the NHF entered into a Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement in 2012 (sometimes hereinafter “CEA”); and  

 

  WHEREAS FURTHER, the CEA memorialized, in writing, the long standing agreement 

between the parties as to the ownership of the Roque House, provided for the use of the Roque 

House and provided for the future use and maintenance of the Roque House; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the CEA provided for the location of the Roque House on its 

current location for a period of ten years, with two automatic ten year extensions; and 

 



WHEREAS FURTHER, the CEA further provided that the City would make monthly 

payments in the amount of $750.00 to the NHF for the exclusive use of the Roque House during 

the ten year period; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the CEA further provided that all maintenance of the Roque House 

would be undertaken by the City, but that the NHF would be consulted before any maintenance or 

repairs were performed by the City; and  

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City and NHF agreed that the NHF would undertake all 

structural repairs and maintenance of the Roque House, but that the City could, upon request, 

contribute to such structural repairs; and  

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the CEA further provided that the City acknowledged that the 

Roque House is owned by the NHF at the end of the term of the CEA or any extension thereof; 

and  

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, in the Spring of 2016 the City of Natchitoches experienced a 

flood in which Cane River Lake rose above its banks and over the site of the Roque House causing 

significant damage to the Roque House, and leaving it unsuitable for further use; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, following the flood, the parties also learned that the current 

location of the Roque House is in the flood zone making flood insurance extremely expensive; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, NHF has consulted with engineers and other experts and has 

devised a plan to relocate the Roque House out of the existing flood zone, but remaining on the 

downtown riverbank, and the NHF in the process of acquired the necessary funding to complete 

this plan; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the initial plan includes the completion of the downtown 

riverbank project, including completion of the riverbank promenade, and construction of a storage 

structure and restrooms to serve the Roque House and its users; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the NHF will provide all plans to the City in advance for the 

approval of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the NHF and the City desire to amend the CEA to provide for a 

plan to rehabilitate and preserve the Roque House, said plan to include the additional items set 

forth above; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, under the general law and the Home Rule Charter of the City  

of  Natchitoches, the City has the  right,  power,  and authority to promote,  protect,  and preserve 

the general welfare, safety, health, peace and good order  of  the City; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches is of the opinion 

that the amendment of the CEA with the NHF will promote the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens of the City and Parish of Natchitoches, Louisiana, and will further provide for educational 

opportunities and increased tourism; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council has reviewed and does approve the attached 

Amended Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of Natchitoches and the 

Natchitoches Historic Foundation; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the terms of the Amended Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement, attached hereto, are approved and accepted by the City Council of the City 

of Natchitoches, Louisiana. 

 

 

 



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

Louisiana, that the Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, Ronnie Williams, Jr., is hereby authorized 

to execute the attached Amended Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of 

Natchitoches and the Natchitoches Heritage Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mrs. Smith at the April 12, 2021 City Council 

meeting as follows: 

 

 

 

 ORDINANCE N0. 022 OF 2021 

 

 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, 

LOUISIANA, GRANTING TO CANTERRA NETWORKS,  

THE FRANCHISE AND RIGHTS TO LAY, CONSTRUCT, 

LEASE AND/ OR OPERATE A CABLE OPTICS 

TRANSMISSION CABLE, WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL 

BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY AND THE RIGHT TO USE 

THE PRESENT AND FUTURE STREET, ROADS, 

HIGHWAYS, ALLEYS, BRIDGES, AND PUBLIC WAYS IN 

SUCH CITY AND OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY SUCH 

CITY FOR SUCH PURPOSES; PRESCRIBING TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS TO WHICH SUCH FRANCHISE AND 

RIGHTS ARE SUBJECT; AND PRESCRIBING THE TERM 

OF SUCH FRANCHISE AND RIGHTS. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches is authorized under Louisiana Revised Statutes 

33:4401, et seq, to grant a non-exclusive franchise, right, and privilege to use and occupy the 

streets, alleys and public places therein to construct maintain and operates for telephone, telegraph 

and electric transmission and distribution systems; the right to operate and maintain cable 

television equipment and systems on, over, under, along, upon, and across all of the present and 

future streets, roads, highways, alleys, bridges, and public spaces of the City of Natchitoches, 

subject to applicable zoning and building requirements and obligations provided herein; the right 

to repair, replace or remove same or any portion thereof; and the right to connect any such facilities 

to any other facilities for the purpose of distributing or transmitting signals into, through, or beyond 

the boundaries of the City of Natchitoches; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana, desires 

to grant a franchise to Canterra Networks, under the terms and conditions as set in the attached 

Franchise Agreement; and 

 

BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

Louisiana (hereinafter “the City”) that, subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the attached 

Franchise Agreement, hereby desires to grant to Canterra Networks, doing and authorized to do 

business in the State of Louisiana, and in the City of Natchitoches, with its principal office in 

Charlotte, North Caroling (hereinafter “Company”), a non-exclusive franchise, right, and privilege  

to use and occupy the streets, alleys and public places therein to construct maintain and operates 

for telephone, telegraph and electric transmission and distribution systems; the right to operate and 

maintain cable television equipment and systems on, over, under, along, upon, and across all of 

the present and future streets, roads, highways, alleys, bridges, and public spaces of the City of 

Natchitoches, subject to applicable zoning and building requirements and obligations provided 

herein; the right to repair, replace or remove same or any portion thereof; and the right to connect 

any such facilities to any other facilities for the purpose of distributing or transmitting signals into, 

through, or beyond the boundaries of the City of Natchitoches. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Franchise Agreement shall be in the form as the 

attached agreement. 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that all other ordinances of the City or portions thereof 

that are in conflict or inconsistent with any of the terms of this ordinance shall be repealed are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that nothing in this ordinance granting a non-exclusive 

franchise or this non-exclusive Franchise shall be construed as superseding, repealing, canceling, 

modifying, or in any way affecting any of the rights enjoyed by any other entity having a franchise 

in the City.   

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, nothing herein shall be construed to constitute the grant 

of a franchise for the provision of any service other than as set forth in the Franchise Agreement. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance and the Franchise and rights granted 

herein may be amended only by written agreement of the City and the Company to such 

amendment. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that in the event any part of this Ordinance is determined 

to be invalid or illegal for any reason whatsoever, such invalidity or illegality shall not affect the 

validity or legality of this Ordinance as a whole or any parts thereof. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, Ronnie 

Williams, Jr., be authorized and empowered to execute the attached Franchise Agreement on 

behalf of the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
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The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Petite at the April 12, 2021 City Council 

meeting as follows: 

 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. 023 OF 2021 

 

A ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, RONNIE 

WILLIAMS, JR. TO EXECUTE AN INSTRUMENT 

ENTITLED “SERVICE AGREEMENT” UNDER WHICH 

THE CITY WILL CONTRACT FOR CONSULTING AND 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FROM MERCHANT 

MCINTYRE & ASSOCIATES, LLC, RELATED TO 

PURSUING AND OBTAINING FEDERAL FUNDING. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (CITY) has negotiated a Service Agreement with 

Merchant McIntyre & Associates, LLC, (sometimes hereinafter “Agreement”) for professional 

services related to pursuing and securing federal funding; and, 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the Agreement provides for an initial term of three (3) months 

and a fee of $7,500.00 per month, with an option in favor of the CITY to renew for an additional 

one-year term; and  

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, having reviewed the attached Agreement and believing that 

entering into the Agreement is in the best interest of the CITY, the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches desires to authorize the Mayor to execute the Agreement on behalf of the CITY; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches, in legal session convened, does hereby authorize, empower, and direct the 

Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, to execute the Service Agreement, between the City of 

Natchitoches and Merchant McIntyre & Associates, LLC. 
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The following Resolution was introduced by Mrs. Elie and Seconded by Mr. Harrington as 

follows, to –wit: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 028 OF 2021 
 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE  

CHANGE ORDER NO. 4 TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES AND REGIONAL CONSTRUCTION, LLC FOR  

PHASE 3 STREET REHABILITATION  

 

(BID NO. 0629) 

 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (CITY) awarded the bid to Regional Construction, 

LLC (CONTRACTOR) on October 12, 2020 by Ordinance No. 052 of 2020 in the amount of 

$499,719.25 for Phase 3 Street Rehabilitation (Bid No. 0629); and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 12, 2020, the City Council approved Change Order No. 1 in 

the amount of $61,141,95 making the revised contact total $560,861.20; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 12, 2020, the City Council approved Change Order No. 1 

increasing the contract time from Seventy-five (75) calendar days to Eighty-four (84 calendar days; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2021, the City Council approved Change Order No. 2 in 

the amount of $14,790.20 making the revised contact total $575,651.40; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2021, the City Council approved Change Order No. 2 

increasing the contract time from Eighty-four (84) calendar days to Ninety (90) calendar days; and  

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2021, the City Council approved Change Order No. 3 in the 

amount of $126,975.15 making the revised contact total $702,626.55; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2021, the City Council approved Change Order No. 3 

increasing the contract time from Eighty-four (84) calendar days to Ninety (90) calendar days; and  

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2021, ENGINEER issued Change Order No. 4, fully 

described in Attachment “A”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the contract sum will be increased by this Change Order No. 4 in the amount 

of $1,910.00 and the revised contract total will be $704,536.55; and  

 

WHEREAS, the contract time will be increased by this Change Order No. 4 by One (1) 

calendar day to a revised total of One Hundred Eleven (111) calendar days; and  

 

WHEREAS, the project Engineer, Nick Verret, has recommended this change order; and  

 

WHEREAS, the CITY is of the opinion that Change Order No. 4 is in the best interest 

of the CITY. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

in legal session convened, that the Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, be and is hereby 

authorized, empowered and directed to execute the referenced Change Order No. 4 to the 

agreement between the City of Natchitoches and the contractor, Regional Construction, LLC. 
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This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 
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The following Resolution was introduced by Mrs. Smith and Seconded by Mrs. Elie as 

follows, to –wit: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 029 OF 2021 

 

A resolution giving preliminary approval to the issuance of not 

exceeding Twelve Million Dollars ($12,000,000) aggregate 

principal amount of Sales Tax Refunding Bonds of the City of 

Natchitoches, State of Louisiana (the “Issuer”), for the purpose of 

refinancing outstanding debt of the Issuer; providing certain terms 

of said bonds; making application to the State Bond Commission 

for approval of said Bonds; hiring professionals in connection 

therewith; and providing for other matters in connection 

therewith. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana (the “Issuer”), has heretofore 

issued (i) Sales Tax Bonds, Series 2018 (the “Series 2018 Bonds”), of which $10,460,000 is 

outstanding, and (ii) Sales Tax Bonds, Series 2019 (the “Series 2019 Bonds”), of which 

$1,335,000 is outstanding; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Issuer is now levying and collecting a special one percent (1%) sales and 

use tax (the “Tax”) pursuant to special elections held on January 11, 1966, July 23, 1968, 

September 13, 1980, and April 9, 2016. The Issuer has been authorized to fund bonds up to fifty 

percent (50%) of the revenues of the Tax, authorized at the April 9, 2016, election where the 

following proposition (the “Proposition”) was approved by a majority of the qualified electors 

voting in such election, viz:  

 

Shall the revenues heretofore and hereafter derived from the levy of the existing 

one percent (1%) sales and use tax (the “Tax”) now being collected in the City of 

Natchitoches, State of Louisiana (the “City”), pursuant to special elections held in 

said City on January 11, 1966, July 23, 1968 and September 13, 1980 (an estimated 

$3,800,000 reasonably expected at this time to be collected from the levy of the 

Tax for an entire year), be rededicated and used as follows: (i) 50% for the purposes 

of constructing, acquiring, improving, operating and maintaining sewers and 

sewerage disposal works and waterworks facilities and for funding such revenues 

into bonds in accordance with applicable laws for any of such purposes and making 

all required payments in connection therewith; and (ii) 50% for the purposes of 

constructing, acquiring and improving public streets, drainage, parks and recreation 

facilities and buildings; and constructing, acquiring, improving, operating and 

maintaining sewers and sewerage disposal works and waterworks facilities and for 

funding such revenues into bonds in accordance with applicable laws for any of 

such purposes and making all required payments in connection therewith? 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority of the aforesaid election the Issuer is now levying 

and collecting the Tax; and 

 

WHEREAS, the net avails or proceeds of the Tax, after the reasonable and necessary 

expenses of collection and administration thereof have been paid therefrom, are available for 

appropriation and expenditure by the Issuer solely for the purposes designated in the Proposition 

authorizing the levy of the Tax, which includes in subparagraph (ii) the payment of bonds 

authorized to be issued for the purpose described therein (“General Purpose Portion”); and 

 

WHEREAS, in order to provide debt service savings, the Issuer desires to refund all or a 

portion of the Series 2018 Bonds and the Series 2019 Bonds (the “Refunded Bonds”), pursuant to 

the provisions of Part II of Chapter 4 of Subtitle II of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 
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1950, as amended, and other constitutional and statutory authority (the “Act”), through the 

issuance of its refunding bonds; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, and subject to the approval of the State Bond 

Commission, the Issuer desires to accomplish the refunding through the issuance of not exceeding 

Twelve Million Dollars ($12,000,000) of its Sales Tax Refunding Bonds (the “Refunding 

Bonds”), to be payable solely from and secured by the revenues derived from the levy and 

collection of the Tax; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon the issuance of the Refunding Bonds, the Issuer will have no 

outstanding bonds or other obligations of any kind or nature payable from or enjoying a lien on 

the revenues of the Tax herein pledged, except the unrefunded Series 2018 Bonds, if any, and the 

unrefunded Series 2019 Bonds, if any (collectively, the “Outstanding Parity Bonds”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Issuer desires to make formal application to the State Bond Commission 

for approval of the Refunding Bonds and further to employ professionals in connection therewith; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, State 

of Louisiana, as the governing authority (“Governing Authority”) of the City of Natchitoches, 

State of Louisiana, that: 

 

SECTION 1. Preliminary Approval of Refunding Bonds. Preliminary approval is given to 

the issuance of not exceeding Twelve Million Dollars ($12,000,000) of Sales Tax Refunding Bonds 

of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, pursuant to the Act, to be issued for the purpose 

of refunding the Refunded Bonds, said Refunding Bonds to be payable, equally with the 

Outstanding Parity Bonds, from an irrevocable pledge and dedication of the revenues to be 

derived by the Issuer from the Tax, subject only to the payment of the reasonable and necessary 

costs and expenses of collecting and administering the Tax. The Refunding Bonds may be taxable 

or tax-exempt, will be issued at an interest rate not exceeding 3% per annum, and shall mature 

not later than March 1, 2033. The Refunding Bonds shall be issued in fully registered form and 

shall have such additional terms and provisions as may be determined by this Governing 

Authority. 

 

SECTION 2. State Bond Commission. Application is hereby made to the State Bond 

Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for approval of the issuance and sale of the Refunding 

Bonds and for consent and authority to proceed with the issuance and sale of the Refunding 

Bonds as provided above, and Bond Counsel is directed to make application to the State Bond 

Commission in accordance with the foregoing on behalf of the Issuer. By virtue of 

applicant/issuer’s application for, acceptance and utilization of the benefits of the Louisiana State 

Bond Commission’s approval(s) resolved and set forth herein, it resolves that it understands and 

agrees that such approval(s) are expressly conditioned upon, and it further resolves that it 

understands, agrees and binds itself, its successors and assigns to, full and continuing compliance 

with the State Bond Commission “Policy on Approval of Proposed Use of Swaps, or other Forms 

of Derivative Products, Hedges, Etc.,” adopted by the Commission on July 20, 2006, as to the 

borrowing(s) and other matter(s) subject to the approval(s), including subsequent application 

and approval under said Policy of the implementation or use of any swap(s) or other product(s) 

or enhancement(s) covered thereby. 

 

SECTION 3. Employment. This Governing Authority finds and determines that a real 

necessity exists for the employment of special counsel in connection with the issuance of the 

Refunding Bonds, and accordingly, Butler Snow LLP, of Shreveport, Louisiana, as Bond Counsel, 
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is hereby employed to do and perform work of a traditional legal nature as bond counsel with 

respect to the issuance and sale of said Refunding Bonds. Said Bond Counsel shall prepare and 

submit to this Governing Authority for adoption all of the proceedings incidental to the 

authorization, issuance, sale and delivery of such Refunding Bonds, shall counsel and advise this 

Governing Authority as to the issuance and sale thereof and shall furnish its opinions covering the 

legality of the issuance of the Refunding Bonds. The fee of Bond Counsel for each series of bonds 

shall be fixed at a sum not exceeding the fee allowed by the Attorney General’s fee guidelines for 

such bond counsel work in connection with the issuance of revenue bonds and the refunding bonds 

and based on the amount of said Refunding Bonds actually issued, sold, delivered and paid for, 

plus out-of-pocket expenses, said fees to be contingent upon the issuance, sale and delivery of said 

Refunding Bonds. The Mayor, on behalf of the Issuer, is hereby authorized and directed to execute, 

and this Governing Authority hereby agrees to and accepts the terms of, the engagement letter of 

Bond Counsel appended hereto as Exhibit A. A certified copy of this resolution shall be submitted 

to the Attorney General of the State of Louisiana for his written approval of said employment and 

of the fees herein designated, and the Director of Finance is hereby empowered and directed to 

provide for payment of the work herein specified upon completion thereof and under the conditions 

herein enumerated without further approval of this Governing Authority. 

 

SECTION 4. Appointment of Placement Agent/Underwriter. Raymond James & 

Associates, Inc., of New Orleans, Louisiana, is hereby appointed as placement agent/underwriter 

in connection with all or any portion of the Refunding Bonds, any compensation to be 

subsequently approved by the Issuer and to be paid from the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds 

and contingent upon the issuance of the Refunding Bonds; provided that no compensation shall 

be due to said placement agent/underwriter unless the Refunding Bonds are sold and delivered. 

 

SECTION 5. Appointment of Municipal Advisor. Government Consultants, Inc., Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana, is hereby appointed as Municipal Advisor to the District in connection with the 

issuance, sale and delivery of the Refunding Bonds. 

 

SECTION 6. Ratification and Acceptance of Term Sheet. The Term Sheet appended hereto 

as Exhibit B, has met the parameters set forth in the Section 1 and accordingly, it is approved and 

its execution is hereby ratified, subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission. 
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Said Resolution having been read and considered by a quorum of the City Council, on 

motion to adopt by Mrs. Smith, seconded by Mrs. Elie, a record vote was taken and the following 

result was had: 

 

YEAS:   Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

 

NAYS:   None 
 

ABSTAIN:   None 
 

ABSENT:   None 
 

WHEREUPON, the presiding officer declared the above Resolution duly adopted in full 

on this 12th day of April, 2021. 

 

       

Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor   

 

ATTEST:  

 

        

Stacy McQueary, City Clerk  

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

(Attached.) 

EXHIBIT B 

 

(Attached.) 
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Mr. Busada spoke in reference to Resolution 029 of 2021. A resolution to refund two bonds that 

were issued for the sport complex. Saving the city almost $300,00, this would be the preliminary 

resolution.   
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The next scheduled City Council meeting will be Monday, April 26, 2021. 

Melrose Arts & Crafts Festival will be April 17th-18th 

Earth Day City Wide Cleanup will be April 22nd. 

 

With no further discussion, Mayor Williams made a motion for adjournment and all were in 

favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 

 

 

_______________________________       ______________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR           BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE 
 

 

 


